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For each scenario determine the following: 

 What are the most critical pieces of information provided in the scenario to help you determine if the 

children or youths are eligible for MV services? 

 What parts of the McKinney-Vento definition apply?                                                     

 Do you have enough information to make a determination of homeless or not homeless? 

 If not, what additional information do you need? 

 Hypothetically, what additional information would lead you to determine that the children or youths are 

eligible? What additional information would lead you to determine that they are not? (In other words, what 

would tip the scale one way or another?) 

 

1. The Reynolds family’s home was damaged in a fire, and will likely take six months to repair.  The 

parents and their two school-aged children are staying in a guest house on a friend’s property that is 

30 miles away from the children’s school. The guest house was built for an aging relative who no  

longer lives there.  There is no lease, but they pay a small amount of rent to stay there. Would you 

consider the children eligible for MV services? 

 

2. Mona Roberts has eight children ranging from three months to 16 years old. Last January, she became 

homeless in the Wrightsville school district and sent her children to live with various relatives and 

friends. The children remained in their schools of origin and received transportation. Ms. Roberts 

received a voucher for Section 8 housing, but there are no homes in the Wrightsville school district that 

will accommodate a family as large as hers. Wrightsville is a small community with limited housing. 

However, the nearby Garrison school district is a larger, more urban area with Section 8 housing 

available that can accommodate her family. In fact, over the summer, the housing agency notified her 

of three properties, and she refused to look at any of them. She wants the Wrightsville school district 

to re-enroll her children for the current school year, saying that she was still homeless and wants her 

children to continue in their schools of origin. Wrightsville also has much better schools than Garrison. 

Are the children eligible under MV? 

 

3. Alicia James and her son Raymond were living in an apartment that was subsidized for several years by 

Max Overby, the child’s father. Alicia has sole custody of Raymond. Max, who has no relationship with 

Alicia or Raymond beyond supporting their housing, lost his job and was not able to keep the 

apartment. Alicia and Raymond became homeless, and at Max’s invitation moved in with him and his 

mother (the boy’s grandmother). Max has lived with his mother for 30 years, and his mother owns the 

home. Would you consider Raymond homeless under MV? 
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4. Jennifer Watson is sixteen years old and lives in a big house in the suburbs. She does not get along with 

her parents and refuses to follow their rules. In the past year, she has gotten into a fight with her 

parents three times and arranged a ride to go to her older brother’s house fifty miles away where she 

stays a couple of weeks, and then returns home. The school near where her brother lives has enrolled 

her each time as an unaccompanied homeless youth, and by the time all services are in place, she 

returns home. The school does not want to continue to determine her eligible when she comes to stay 

with her brother for these short intervals. Should they continue to enroll her as an unaccompanied 

homeless youth? 

 

5. Tony Anderson was in a car wreck over a year ago and was unable to work. The Andersons lost their 

housing last November and moved in with the children’s grandparents. The children were identified as 

McKinney-Vento eligible and stayed in their school of origin and received transportation. The family 

remained in the grandparents’ home throughout the school year and over the summer. Tony has since 

returned to work. In August, the children returned to their school of origin, and the parents requested 

that they be determined eligible for McKinney-Vento services for the upcoming school year because 

they were still living doubled up. They want the children to continue to attend their school of origin 

because they feel that the district where the grandparents’ house is located has poor schools. Should 

they continue to be MV eligible? 

 

6. Marissa King is seventeen years old and had a baby in July. She and the baby just moved in with her 

boyfriend’s family because her mother is a drug addict and she does not want her to be around the 

baby. Marissa and her boyfriend have been together for a year. The grandparents have agreed to 

babysit the child while Marissa enrolls in the high school close to the boyfriend’s family’s home and 

their son works at a local automotive shop.  Should Marissa be enrolled as an unaccompanied 

homeless youth? 

McKinney-Vento Definition of Homeless 

The term ‘homeless children and youths’ – 
(A) Means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; and 
(B) Includes 

i. Children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic 
hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of 
alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in 
hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; 

ii.   Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for 
or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; 

iii.  Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, 
bus or train stations, or similar settings; and 

iv.  Migratory children who qualify as homeless for purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in 
circumstances described above. 

NCHE Brief: Determining Eligibility for Rights and Services under the McKinney-Vento Act at 

http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf  
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